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“For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all have the same
function, so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each member belongs to all the others.” -Romans
12:4-5.
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Want to join the Youth Group at
one of our parishes?

Contact us at office@ucym.org to schedule
a time to meet with one of our Youth
Ministers.

Dear Friends,
It is that time of year again when we are transitioning into our school
year routines! For some of us that spells the doom of going back to
school and for others, namely parents, it can mean a quieter house.
Either way, it is also time to get those calendars out and to make sure
faith isn’t taking a backseat to our sports, arts, and other
extracurricular activities. Faith is funny because, like sports, arts, etc.
it can also become part of our very identity if we let it. Ever hear the
phrase from athletes, “Ball is life.” Wouldn’t it be interesting to say,
“God is life?” It would be interesting because it would be even more
true. Christ is the Bread of Life and we ought to make it part of our
priority to come together in the Eucharist and celebrate that life that
was given for us. In this fall issue of our program guide, you will find a
lot of information on our new leaders in the region and I hope you will
join me in being thankful for their commitment to our young people!
I hope to see you around one of the many parishes now working
together to bring these truths to life and making Youth Ministry a
vibrant part of parish life.
Blessings,
James Holzhauer-Chuckas, Youth Director

Meet Oliver & Madison!
Oliver Pacheco
Youth Council Rep.
St. Nicholas Parish

Madison McGuire
Youth Council Rep.
St. Athanasius Parish

*Check online calendar at www.ucym.org/events
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About Oliver Pacheco
“Hello, my name is Oliver Pacheco. I am a current member of the Youth
Ministry and President of the Youth Council here at St. Nick’s. I’ve been
coming here since I was young and growing up with this community has
helped me become the person I am today. I started coming to Youth Group
when I was in middle school and I’ve seen it evolve a lot since then. In the
past, I have helped with the Pancake Breakfast, Mother’s Day Flower Sale,
foot washing on Holy Thursday, and the Rummage Sale. I currently help
with the Youth Council which is made up of teens that have proved they
could lead events that the Youth Ministry puts on. I am also the St. Nick’s
delegate in the Archdiocesan Pastoral Youth Council which takes teens from
all the six Vicariates in Chicago. My job there is to gather information from
peers in the parish and community regarding topics assigned from Cardinal
Cupich. I’m always around during youth events so feel free to ask me about
anything related about Youth Ministry.”

About Madison McGuire
“I’m a Sophomore at Evanston Township High School. I am involved in
basketball, softball, and field hockey. I am part of a family of 5 that has been
attending St. Athanasius Parish for over 10 years.”

*Check online calendar at www.ucym.org/events
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Social Media Accounts
Facebook: unitedcatholicym
Instagram: unitedcatholicym
Twitter: regionalym
Snapchat: nickchurchym

Want to know NOW?? Visit our
website:
www.ucym.org

Meet Jason & Kevin!
Kevin Kirkland
Volunteer Youth Minister
St. Athanasius Parish

Jason McKean
Volunteer Youth Minister
St. Joan of Arc Parish
*Check online calendar at www.ucym.org/events
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About Kevin W. Kirkland
Kevin Kirkland is originally from Troy OH and has lived in Baltimore MD, Washington DC and New
York NY prior to moving to Evanston in 2002.
Kevin received his Bachelor of Arts degree from Elon University in 1992
He is President of the Eastern Division, for OnePoint Patient Care, a national hospice pharmacy,
responsible for the operational management, business development and customer satisfaction for the
eastern division.
Kevin has over 20 years of sales and marketing experience. Prior to joining OnePoint Patient Care,
Kevin was Vice President - International Sales with Foxcom, a global manufacturer and distributor of
satellite transmission equipment. While there, he oversaw the corporate sales and marketing
programs, managed its worldwide client base and supervised sales personnel in Jerusalem, China,
Europe and United States.
Kevin is married to Amy and they have a 13-year-old daughter, Katie.
The Kirkland family are active parishioners and members of the St. Athanasius School since
2002. Katie was baptized at St. Athanasius, originally enrolled at St. A’s for kindergarten and is now
in the eighth grade. Kevin and Amy both volunteer extensively by serving on committees and boards
of both St. Athanasius School and Parish.

About Jason A. McKean
Jason and his family (partner Teri, four kids aged 16, 12, 5, and 2) have been in
Skokie-Evanston since 2015, and at St. Joan of Arc parish for about a year. Jason
works at the Office of Equity at Northwestern University, resolving discrimination and
sexual misconduct complaints with students, staff, and faculty. Prior to that, Jason
worked in the Office of Student conduct resolving all manner of student
troubles. Jason has also overseen college residence hall communities at three
universities, and started my career as a middle school teacher. Over time, he's
advised, salvaged, or created about 12 student groups, so he's excited to be with
teens here in Skokie-Evanston to add a faith direction to the leaders our youth are
becoming. Separately, Jason enjoys the outdoors, fishing, and reading, and also
cheers for the Packers.

*Check online calendar at www.ucym.org/events
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*Check online calendar at www.ucym.org/events
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St. Nicholas Youth & Young Adult Core Team
Annie Guter
Chair, Youth Board
“I have been a parishioner at St Nicks for over 30
years, but my work with youth began a few years
before that when my brother shanghaied me into
teaching in a Junior High confirmation program in
1974. I continued on the catechetical journey through
two parishes in two states before landing in
Evanston. After 40 years in the classroom I passed
the baton except for the occasional substitute catechist
venture, but found I missed the youth connection, and
began to help with the youth board, fund raisers, lockin’s and the like. And then James e-mailed, and invited
me to chair our youth board at St Nicholas and I agreed to take on the position for the next year.
Personally I have been married or 38 years, have three daughters, one 24, living in New York, and 20
year-old twin college juniors, that will be moving out of the nest in the next couple of years. I was a
homeschooling stay at home mom, and work weekends at the local Barnes and Noble. I costume
productions for some local not-for-profit theater groups and local parks and recreation departments,
plus sit on the board of directors for Thin Ice Ensemble Theater. When not dressing actors, I am
usually reading, or on the occasional bike ride.
Youth are the future of the church and our world, I still feel called to be a part of sharing truth with
young folks, apparently God isn’t done with me yet.”

2018-19 Youth Board Members
Andrea Martinez (Vice Chair)
Nora Bondi
Jacqueline Beale-DelVecchio
Peter Beale-DelVecchio
Cynthia Judge
Alejandra Lule-Rivera
Bill McCarthy
Armando Navarrete, Sr.
Sol Robledo
Kathleen Ruppert
Pablo Sanchez, Sr.
Yadira Soto
*Check online calendar at www.ucym.org/events
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St. Nicholas Youth & Young Adult Core Team
Ben Landau
Senior Youth Minister
Ben Landau has been involved with Youth Ministry for
11 years ever since he was in high school. He is also
an Aide in English Religious Education (SCORE) for
about just as long. He loves working with the teens
because they never fail to make him laugh. In his
downtime, he likes rock climbing, playing soccer, and
playing “Magic the Gathering”. Ben now serves the
parish as the Senior Youth Minister and works to
mentor other volunteers. Ben is also a representative
of St. Nicholas on the United Catholic Youth Ministries
Board.

Sam Carlson
Young Adult Minister
Samuel Carlson is a Theology teacher at Loyola Academy and
received a Bachelor of Arts in Theology from the University of
Notre Dame and a Master of Arts in Biblical Languages and
Literature from Loyola University Chicago.
Samuel first became interested in the faith while
encountering the catholic faith as a senior at Palatine High
School and while attending youth group at St. Thomas of
Villanova. Prioritizing a school which emphasized the
integrated relationship of faith and reason, Samuel signed up
for RCIA his freshman year of college. These classes instilled in him a lifelong passion for the catholic
faith, which he carries with him to this day. He has a particular passion for Apocalyptic Literature,
Liberation Theology, African-American Hermeneutics and Spirituality, and the Intertestamental
period.
Samuel is excited for this new opportunity to work with Young Adult Formation at St. Nicholas. As a
young adult himself, he is excited to explore the unique experience of what it means to be a young
adult in the 21st century, its blessings and challenges, and how to best meet the needs of this oftenunderserved community.
*Check online calendar at www.ucym.org/events
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Events

Youth Night
Every Friday night from 5-8 PM*
St. Nicholas Parish

Youth Group

Every Sunday night from 5-7 PM*
St. Nicholas Parish
Want to join the Youth Group? Contact us at youthministry@nickchurch.org to
schedule a time to meet with one of our Youth Ministers.

Fall Teen-Led Mass Dates at St. Nicholas Parish

Sunday, September 30th at 3 PM | Sunday, October 21st at 11 AM | Sunday, November 18th at 11 AM

ARE YOU BRAVE ENOUGH?
24-Hour No Phone Retreat

Saturday, October 20th at 12 PM to Saturday, October 21st at 12 PM
Join us for a 24-hour retreat without your phone, watch, computer, or any electronic
device!
Register at www.ucym.org
*Check online calendar at www.ucym.org/events
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Tierra y Luz Dance Group at St. Nicholas Parish
The Tierra y Luz Dance Group is a dance group open to all ages that learns and performs Mexican
Folkloric dance. The Dance Group is a group of Youth Ministry and usually performs at the evening
Mass on the feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe and during the Easter Vigil.
For more information, contact Alejandra Lule-Rivera, Administrator/Administradora at
tierrayluz@nickchurch.org

V Encuentro – Preparing for the

National Encuentro & Integrating
into Renew My Church
As the last bulletin announced, Fr. Tito of St. Nicholas Parish
and James Holzhauer-Chuckas have been part of the
Archdiocesan delegation that is working on the vitality of
Hispanic Ministry in the parish, Archdiocese, region, and now
nation. They will travel with the other delegates to
Grapevine, Texas in September to meet with other people
from around the country working on this important
movement for our Hispanic sisters and brothers.
The V Encuentro will be vital in the integration of Renew My
Church, especially in the parishes with Hispanic Ministries. James has been working as the team
leader for parishes with Hispanic Ministry in Vicariate I. Fr. Tito has been instrumental on the team
working with parishes in Vicariate II.
We pray for safe travels for our delegation and hope they come back ready to help the vitality of
Hispanic Ministry as an important part of the Church at large.

*Check online calendar at www.ucym.org/events
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For information or to register, contact James HolzhauerChuckas at jameshc@ucym.org
*Check online calendar at www.ucym.org/events
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Looking Ahead

Learn more at www.nccym.info

Learn more at www.worldyouthday.com

*Check online calendar at www.ucym.org/events

12

Events for Young Adult Ministry

Saturday, September 15, 2018
9 a.m. – 3 p.m.
Mount Carmel High School
6410 South Dante Avenue
Chicago, IL 60637
RSVP at www.archchicago.org

The Archdiocesan event
(re)ENCOUNTER will not be offered
this fall with Holy Fire. Due to this,
we will be working collaboratively to
put together an event for young
adults and work on the regional level.
Stay tuned!

To be kept current on all things for young adults, email youngadultministry@nickchurch.org to
receive periodic communications from the Young Adult Ministers.
*Check online calendar at www.ucym.org/events
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Directory
Administration
Fr. Dan Costello, Pastor of St. Joan of Arc Parish
secretary@saintjoanofarc.net
Fr. Hernan Cuevas, Pastor of St. Athanasius Parish
parishoffice@saintasparish.org
Fr. Kevin McCray, Pastor of St. Mary Parish
kmccray@stmaryparishevanton.org
Fr. Joseph Tito, Pastor of St. Nicholas Parish
jtito@nickchurch.org
James Holzhauer-Chuckas, Regional Director of Youth Ministry
jameshc@ucym.org
Leadership Board
leadershipboard@ucym.org
Annie Guter, St. Nicholas Parish
Kevin Kirkland, St. Athanasius Parish
Ben Landau, St. Nicholas Parish
Jason McKean, St. Joan of Arc Parish
Karie Ferrell, St. Mary Parish
Youth Council
youthcouncil@ucym.org
Madison McGuire, St. Athanasius Parish
Oliver Pacheco, St. Nicholas Parish & APYC
Ex-Officio: Jeffrey Garcia, Archdiocesan Pastoral Youth Council
Spanish Outreach/Español
ministeriojuvenil@ucym.org

*Check online calendar at www.ucym.org/events
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NOTES

